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Thomas Jefferson to Samuel Dexter, February 20,

1801 , from The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve

Volumes. Federal Edition. Collected and Edited by Paul

Leicester Ford.

TO THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY J. MSS. (SAMUEL DEXTER.)

Washington, Feb. 20, 1801.

Dear Sir, —The liberality of the conversation you honored me with yesterday evening has

given me great satisfaction, & demands my sincere thanks. It is certain that those of the

Cabinet Council of the President should be of his bosom confidence. Our geographical

position has been an impediment to that, while I can with candor declare that the imperfect

opportunities I have had of acquaintance with you, have inspired an entire esteem for your

character, and that you will carry with you that esteem and sincere wish to be useful to

you. The accommodation you have been so kind as to offer as to the particular date of

retiring from office, is thankfully accepted, and shall be the subject of a particular letter to

you, as soon as circumstances shall enable me to speak with certainty. In the meantime

accept assurances of my high respect & consideration.


